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The one great rule 


of composition ts to 


speak the truth. 
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AUSTIN 

Lopping off $100 million in 
funds requested by state ag- 
encies, the Legislative Bud- 
yet Board, dominated by con- 
servatives, recommends a 
$285 million general revenue 
budget that “holds the line” 
in general revenue expendi- 
tures over the next biennium. 

Summing up the 200 page docu- 
ment, which provides $45 million 
less than Gov. Daniel's proposals, 
the board’s budget director Ver- 
non Magee told the Observer “we 
tried to bring in a budget that 
could not be reduced” (related 
story). 

The budget sharply slashed pro- 
posed state programs for higher 
education, public health, mental 
hospitals, the water program, and 
the prison system and zeroed in 
on selected agencies such as the 
Industrial Accident Board, Coun- 
cil on Migrant Labor, Youth 
Council, and Emplcyees_ Retire- 
ment System. 

The Highway Department, its 
revenue sources safely out of the 
general revenue scramble, _re- 
ceived 99.8 per cent of its $785 
million request. The department's 
money comes from special state 
highway funds. 

Board member Frates Seeligson, 
House conservative from San An- 








THE LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD: 


Gov. Ben Ramsey of San Augustine, Senators William Fly of Victoria and Crawford Martin of Hillsboro; 


tonio, explained the board’s bud- 
get approach to the Observer in 
this fashion: “We realized the 
state faced a severe financial 
problem. We knew we'd have to 
have a new tax bill because there 
were some absolutely mandatory 
expenses that would prevent us 
from living within our present 
revenue. We tried to hold the line, 
but there are some increasing ex- 
penditures that can’t be avoided 
—more children in the schools 
each year, and more hospital beds 
needed. Then there are buildings 
that if not repaired immediately 
would fall down. In such cases, 
we granted some requests, but we 
determined to be as strict as pos- 
sible.” 

This approach to state services 
resulted in reductions in funds re- 
quested by virtually every agency. 
Some rode out the economy wave 
better than others. Faring com- 
paratively well were the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety, which re- 
ceived $24.6 million of a requested 
$25.9 million; National Guard Ar- 
mory Board, $727,000 out of $757,- 
000; the Attorney General’s Office, 
$1.3 million out of $1.4 million; 
and the Judiciary, $9.1 million out 
of $10.1 million. 

In contrast, the 
Gainesville correctioneé! 
orphan homes, 


Gaissville and 
schools, 
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and Negro blind 








and deaf schools were sliced from | 
$14 million to $9 million. These | 
Youth Council economies were | 
achieved by budgetary cutbacks | 
in general operating expenses, to- | 
tal elimination of the Governor's | 
proposed juvenile parole and su- | 
pervision ‘system, and reductions | 
in building programs aimed at | 
combatting overcrowded condi- | 
tions. 

The $9 million building program | 
in the prison system was cut to | 
$4.2 million. Through additional | 
reductions in requests for salary | 
boosts and an_ increased guard | 
force, the overall Department of 


Correction budget was reduced | 
from $26.4 to $19.9. 
The scythe fell heavily on | 


higher education. The request of | 
the University of Texas for gen- | 
eral revenue funds was _ pared | 
from $26.8 million to $19.5 million | 
and A&M from $13.7 million to| 
$8.4 million. 

The sixteen other  state-sup- 
ported colleges and_ universities 
also received broad cutbacks from | 
a requested $67.4 million to $49 
million. Public junior colleges 
were hit even harder, the board | 
recommending funds below the 
1958-59 level; the request of $11.3 
million was reduced to $8.3 mil- 
lion, well below the $9.5 million 
allocated in the present biennium. | 











Ma 


Left to right, State Senators Wardlow Lane of Center 





The budget board mad 
ommendations for nev 
the public schools 
with the proposed Hal« 
forms. 

State Education ( 
J. W. Edgar told the Ob 
agency does not, as a 
quest teacher pay rais¢« 


fines its recomme: 


| funds needed for the cer 


office in Austin. Edg: 
tion agency 1960-61 
$6.1 millicn was cut 
lion. Federal grants f 
rehabilitation are t¢ 
because of the failure 
to appropriate matchir 
The Department of H 
underwent severe pr 
department's 1958 emr 
of 636, reduced in 1959 t 
recommended for a 
duction in 1960-61 to 58 
million general rever 
was cut back to 5.9 m 
ure below the 1958-59 
To meet a 13 per 
in applications for 
for crippled childrer 
recommended $600,006 
tional funds which 
cover only the cost 
hospitalization, wit! 


' crease for appliance 


portation § cost, 


fees and services 





|= 


and 


Weatherford, Frates Seeligson of San Antonio, Speaker Waggoner Carr of Lubbock, and Representatives W. S. H 


San Marcos. (Christianson-Leberman Photos.) 








A Philosophy of Minimums 


AUSTIN 
The Observer has interviewed 
Vernon Magee, director of the 


Legislative Budget Board which 
this week recommended a $100 


million reduction in funds re- 
quested by state agencies. Ex- 
cerpts: 


Magee: The basic difficulty in 
this state is that we do not have a 
broad-based tax—one that falls on 
more people rather than one such 
as we have now that is hooked to 
the accident of natural resources. 

Reporter: Would an income tax 
be the type of broad based tax 
you suggest? 

Magee: I don't know. I'm not a 
student of taxation. But I think 
we ought to do something to re- 
store some incentive. I know a 
number of people, just people you 
meet in daily life, who have re- 
tired at 40 because if they made 
any more they'd be working for 
the federal government. Not that 
I think the lower classes ought to 
bear more of the income tax bur- 
den. As a matter of fact, exemp- 
tions on the lower classes are not 
high enough. 

Reporter: What was the bvard's 
basic approach in working out its 
budget recommendations? 

Magee: Well, we tried to bring 
in a budget that couldn't be re- 
duced. Because of the revenue 
problem, we thought it best to 
produce a document that would 





be a_ point of beginning. 


That} ings in the prison system and in 


leaves to the (appropriations and | the juvenile training schools? 


finance) committee the judgment 
decisions on where to go. 

Reporter: The budget notes a 
critical need for case workers and 
also mentions 
element” of so many old people 
in the mental hospitals. I was cur- 
ious to know why, in the light of 
these findings, the board didn't 
recommend salary increases to get 
more case workers and psychia- 
trists in the mental hospitals? 

Magee: Well it was an accident 
of timing. The Texas Employment 
Commission was late in getting 
its job classification analysis com- 
pleted and we didn’t have any 
facts to go on in establishing pay 
increases .... Without job classi- 
tications, how do know 
whether a caseworker II in Michi- 
gan is doing the same type of 
work as a caseworker II in Ten- 
nessee? I’m not going to pull a 
figure right out of the air. But in 
all candor, I don't believe the 
board would have recommended 
raises even if the job classifica- 
tion survey had been completed 
in time. 

Reporter: Why is that” 

Magee: You know, the revenue 
situation. 


you 


oo * @ 
Reporter: What was the board's 
thinking on cutting new hospital 
construction and the new build- 


| 


| 


| 


the “discouraging | recommend no 





Magee: When you're short of 
money, capital expenditures | 
should be cut. 

Reporter: Why did the board 
funds for the 
Council on Migrant Labor? 

Magee: My recollection of the 
board's thinking was, here is a 
study and in view of our revenue 
problem, is this the time to make 
this study. 

Reporter: It was my _under- 
standing the state was trying to! 
go full speed ahead on the water | 
program. Why were there such 
drastic cuts in the appropriation 
for the State Board of Water En- 
gineers? 

Tom Keel, member of Magee’s 
staff for water matters: “Their re- | 
quest reflected a 75 per cent in-| 
crease. The Budget board did not 
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choose to enrich above the pres- 
ent level. 

Reporter: Why? 

Keel: Because of our 
problem. I'm still waiting to see a 
water program. 

Magee: They have some bright 
ideas over there but I'm still wait- 
ing to sec a water program. 

Reporter: }) notice the board 
made serious cuts in the Youth | 
Council juvenile parole system 
and building program which the | 


revenue 


Governor is backing so strongly. 
(Continued foot of next column) 
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Two water agencies seeking tu 
expand their programs for stat 
vide water development and cun- 
ervation saw their requests for 
additional funds denied and were 
ranted less money than they re- 
1958-59. The State 

ard of Water Engineers, parent 

yrdinating agency for overall 
ieral-state-local water develop- 
ent, requested $3.4 million and 
V cut by the budget board to 
$1.6 million. The reductions fell 
projected programs for topo- 
raphic mapping, drouth studies 
cooperative programs in. the 
fields of surface water investiga- 
quality of water, and duty 
1easurement. Eliminated entirely 
ere programs relating to evap- 
ation control, water quality de- 
mineralization research, and flood 
recasting and storm studies 

Presenting its view of the pro- 

cted water engineers program 
the budget board’ said, “The 
board proposes to main- 
tain only sufficient personnel to 
direct the collection of data, com- 
ile and evaluate it, and continue 
the routine functions provided for 


eived for 


(water) 


iaWw 
The other state water agency, 
eeking funds, the Soil Conserva- 
on Board, requested $1.5 million 
was recommended for $254,- 
L.Gs 








Dorsey Hardeman of San Angelo, Lt. 
sentatives James M. Cotten of 
of Paducah and Max Smith of 





urers’ Assn. and AFL-CIO sup- 
t in its 1960-61 plans to estab- 
six regional offices to place 
the agency nearer the state’s prin- 
cipal industrial areas. To finance 
program, the agency intended 
rely on a boost in workmen's 
compensation collections that 
would increase the biennial oper- 
ating funds by $500,000. Howeve! 
the budget board denied funds fo: 
the regional office program and 
took the money thus saved out of 
the accident board's general rev- 
enue budget, reducing the latter 
from $424,000 to $69,000. 
TMA spokesman Ed Burris told 
“We were vitally 
the accident board 


the Observer, 
nterested in 


expanding its operational facili- 
ties to better its service to both 
employers and employees. Now. 


the budget board's action in deny- 
ing us the money we raised for 
this purpose put us in the position 
of having taxed ourselves for 
something we aren't going to get.” 
Fred Schmidt, AFL-CIO secre- 
v, said the budget board's ac- 
“clear distortion of 
intent. These district 
offices offer an injured man his 
only opportunity to lay his injury 
claims before a board representa- 
tive without- involving a long trip 
to Austin. It represents the first 
step toward making the accident 
board the effective agency it was 
originally designed to be.” 


tion was a 


legislative 








Daniel Advocates Gas, Sales Taxes 


AUSTIN 
Gov. Price Daniel proposes 
retiring the state's deficit 


with a juggling of the state’s 
books and some temporary 
business taxes and meeting a 
new revenue need of $73 mil- 
lion a year with permanent 
tax changes to be paid 
roughly half by business and 
half by individuals in selec- 
tive sales taxes. 

He laid out his ideas to a 
joint legislative session Wed- 


nesday. 
Daniel argued that with per- | 
sonal income and bank deposits 


in Texas at all-time highs, cor- 
poration profits 
drouth and recession 
ployment rising; with the Texas 
oil industry hurt by imports but 


still producing 41 percent of the 


over, em- 


nation's oil; with the gas. industry | 


producing half the nation’s supply, 
the state can afford new taxes 

“The only states which have had 
a decrease in state costs are those 
that are ‘losing population and 
industry to us,” he said. 

He emphasized there have been 
no tax increases since 1955, “time 
and growth have simply caught up 
with us.” 

“Sometimes I think the people 
are even better prepared for ad- 
ditional costs of schools and col- 
leges and highways and pensions 
and the like than those of us who 
have the unpleasant duty of decid- 
ing the distribution of the cost of 
those services,” Daniel said. 

Since the state has the second 
lowest operating cost per capita in 
the union, he said, severe spend- 
ing cuts “would have to be made 
in the money now going to our 
schools and colleges, or to old-age 
pensioners, needy blind, neglected 
and dependent children, or to 
state hospitals for treatment of 
those unfortunate people who are 
unable to be here to speak for 
themselves.’’ Schools or colleges 
cry “for expansion, not for reduc- 
tion,” the people recently voted 
heavily for welfare amendments, 
the need for more highway con- 
struction is known, he said. 

He testified that he had asked 
agency heads to cut back to the 
bone; then “I cut total recommen- 
dations 72 percent below the total 


“soaring,” the) 





| requests made by state agencies million a year, and, for one year 
| for the next two years.” His rec- May 1, 1959, to May 1, 1960, raise 
;}Ommendations are ten percent! the franchise tax 60 cents to $2.85 
higher than spending in the pres- per thousand dollars of taxable 
| ent biennium. | capital to yield another $14 mil- 
lion, enough to retire the deficit. 

Daniel then expanded his an- 
| nual spending proposals to in- 
clude: 





He said it is important that the 
| state’s per capita tax burden is 
far less than the other states— 
that 36 states have higher per 
capita state-local taxes, and Texas| Retire old state bonds due to 
and Nebraska “are the only states | some school funds, $4 million; pay 
| which have neither a general| medical care under the constitu- 
sales tax nor a state income tax. | tional amendment, $11 million; 
| True, we have several occupa-| spend $43 million for the Hale- 
| tional taxes which amount to se-/ Aikin driver education program, 


| 
| 
| 





lective sales taxes, but so do these the only Hale-Aikin idea he rec- 
other states There is no such | ommended enacting; appropriate 
| thing as getting rid of so-called | $400,000 for the industrial and 
| Selective sales taxes by passing a / tourist advertising, all of which, 
| State income tax or a general in-| taken with his previous recom- 
come tax That is not the! mendations, would require new 
choice because in the 46 states! annual revenue of $72.8 million. 
which have either a general sales} We recommended raising $28.7 
| tax or state income tax, most Of | million a year by these devices: 

| them still have these same so-/ $15 million through the inter- 
| called ‘selective sales taxes.’ ” state business tax formula change; 
$4.3 million by ending the exemp- 
tion on cigarette and beer taxes 
on military reservations; $3.6 mil- 
lion from increased tax collec- 
tions with additional personnel; 
$3.3 million from higher fees and 
eliminated refunds in state gov- 
| ernment; $2.5 million annually af- 
ter the first year from the aban- 
doned funds collection program. 


He said raising five selective 
sales taxes on gasoline, cigarettes, 
beer, liquor, and automobiles to| 
their Arkansas levels would raise | 
$109 million a year; to the Okla- 
homa levels (without the alcohol 
taxes), $85 million; Louisiana, $135 
million. “I'm not gonna advocate 


we go that high,” he said 
Bank Cash For the additional $44 million a 
year, he recommended: 
To retire the $65 million deficit, | 1 A “severance beneficiary” 
Daniel recommended: | tax on natural gas at three per- 
1, Credit the general fund with | cent of value for $19.7 million the 
all income actually received in a|first year and $21.3 million the 
fiscal year, discontinuing a sus- | second. 
pense fund (“only a bookkeeping | 2. On increase in the motor ve- 
procedure”), yield, $18 million. | hicle sales tax from 1.1 and 1.8 
2. Report and deliver to the state | percent for $12.9 million a year. 
all abandoned money and other 3. An increase in the distilled 
personal property held by any | liquor tax from $1.408 to $2.50 per 
person or corporation (mainly | gallon, $9.1 million a year. 
banks) for more than seven years| 4. A new tax on cigars and other 
without hearing from the deposi- | tobacco products “with the ex- 
tors or owners. Estimated mini- ception of snuff” at the same rate 
| mum first-year yield: $20 million. | now in force on cigarettes, for $7 
| He said this money is already the | million a year. 
| state’s under the escheat laws. This would leave a $10 million 
“To say the least, it is not the| surplus for the biennium, given 
| property of the pipeline company, | his spending proposals. 
‘the insurance company, the bank, Daniel said many Hale-Aikin 





or other institution which has| recommendations for the schools 
been holding and _ using the| should be enacted “as soon as con- 
money ...’ 3. Adopt a new for-| ditions will permit. The continu- 


mula for taxing corporations in| ous betterment of our public 
interstate business, yielding $15 | Ischoois with state and local mon- 





A Vote 


AUSTIN 

“Got a Bible and a prayer and 
I'm ready to go!” So said a repre- 
sentative to his pretty secretary 
last week as taxes were proposed, 
bills were introduced, and com- 
mittees were about to be appoint- 
.ed in the legislature. 


The only important decision by | 
either chamber during the week | 
was the House's 122-23 vote to go} 
along with the Senate and ad-| 


journ at the end of 120 days. This 
decision can cut any of many 
ways. 


Rep. Zeke Zbranek, Daisetta, | 


opposing the early “sine die,” 
said the decision was “breaking 
faith with the folks” and would 


prevent passage of many import- 
ant bills. After the vote he said it 
was a “great victory for the loan 
sharks” because a constitutional 
amendment for small loan reform 
cannot be considered in*a special 
session. Rep. Don Kennard, Fort 
Worth, said the Senate could 
“dictate” taxes and appropria- 
tions to the House in a sudden- 
death session. 

Rep. Richard C. Slack, Pecos, 
argued that by agreeing now to 
quit May 12, the members would 
accelerate their work and save the 
state money. There was some 
feeling that the early adjourn- 


ment might prevent the “starving 
out” of unpaid legislators on the 
“4 


or Sudden Deat 


“The Baylor University band will 
now play ‘The Eyes of Texas,’”’ 
which it did. Bill Daniel, the Gov- 
ernor’s brother, was also prom- 
inent in the festivities; in fact 
told Bill Roberts of the Houston 
Press, “I'm hauling 31 petticoats 
around town for this coronation— 
I mean inauguration.” Lt. Gov. 
Ben Ramsey called for a cleanup 
of the loan sharks and said of 
spending, “A tax program should 
accompany each request for new 
or additional state services. The 
advocates should bear a fair share 
of the cost.” 

A Belden opinion poll on 
“whatever you think should be 
done by the state” resulted in this 
cross-section of 1,000 opinions: 
Race relations, keep schools seg- 
regated, 10 pct., desegregate them, 
5 pcet.; improve education, 11 pct.; 
improve highways, 9; cut taxes 4, 
stop government waste 3, bring in 
more revenue 1 pct.; increase old 
age and retirement benefits, 7; 
water conservation, 7; better law 
enforcement, 5; raise wages, keep 
prices down, 5; raise various wel- 
fare benefits, 4; keep federal gov- 
ernment out of state affairs, 3; 
mental hospitals, 3; and miscellan- 
eous. As for “whatever you think 
should not be done,”’ don't raise 
taxes, 14 pct; don't desegregate, 5; 
don't raise spending, 4: don't per- 
mit segregation, 3. 


, money questions of the session. 

The House decided to finance 
the session out of funds other 
than those unexpended for the 
disabled but the bill snagged in 
the Senate. 

The East Texas caucus (includ- 
ing Dallas) organized downtown 
with 51 members and enacted a 
constitution which favors states’ 
rights; a spokesman said “a phil- 
anthropic citizen of Deep East 
| Texas” paid for the breakfast. 
| The Harris County delegation 
breakfasted at the expense of Har- 
ris Winfree, lobbyist for Gulf Oil 
| and son of the delegation chair- 
| man, Rep. Jo Ed Winfree. 

The Senate approved without 
| debate Sen. Doyle Willis’s resolu- 
| tion opposing abolishing the House 

UnAmerican Activities Commit- 
| tee. The Fort Worth senator said, 
| “You know they're just after 
communists.” He invited a televi- 
sion cameraman to the Senate 
chamber to take his picture with 
the bill in his hand. 

Gov. Daniel was the central 
figure amont many thousands at 
the inauguration. Introducing the 
governor of Coahuila, he said, 
“Texas used to be a part of Coa- 
huila. Perhaps we should be re- 
united .... But Texas is still the 
biggest state without a glacier.” 
Speaker Waggoner Carr concluded 
the noonday program announcing, 











ey, rather than federal aid, is the 
surest way to provide proper edu- 
cation and maintain local control 
and operation of our schools.” 
He did not ask for a higher gas- 
oline tax but one might say he 
suggested it. Noting that 35 states | 
levy higher such taxes than Tex- | 
as’s five cents a gallon, he said a 
penny increase would yield $70 
million for the biennium and is 
“a possibility for the future.” He 
suggested that education's fourth 
of the gasoline tax ought to be 
excluded from the gasoline tax re- 
funds. He urged resistance to the 
proposed federal increase in the 
gasoline tax by a penny and a half | 
a gallon. “This is a tax,” he said, | 
“that is needed by the states.” 





The Returns | 


Charles Alcorn, president of | 
Texas Mid-Continent Oil and Gas | 
Assn., called Daniel's gas tax “an- | 
other raid on the petroleum in- | 
dustry.” He said Daniel should 
have called for “a totally new and | 
different” tax structure instead of | 
“patchwork.” Daniel replied it | 
would be “a great mistake” for| 
the association to fight ‘a fair tax | 
on those who are making the) 
greatest profit from these long | 
term dedicated gas reserve con- 
tracts.” 

Reactions among _ legislators | 
fairly reflected their customary | 
positions on taxation. Lt. Gov. | 
Ramsey said, “You've got to be 
very cautious unless you commnit | 
economic evil.” Speaker Carr said | 
we need a broad-based tax sys-| 
tem. | 

Among senators’ reactions: 
Baker, Houston, “He's the optimist 
of the year”; Rogers, Childress, 
“we got some leadership this 
time”; Parkhouse, Dallas, opposed 
to the bank accounts, gas tax, and 
auto and cigar sales taxes; Fly, 
Victoria, the temporary levies for 
retiring the deficit might become | 
permanent; Gonzalez, San An- 
tonio, “pretty good” for “a stop- 
gap”; Fuller, Port Arthur, “a nice 
speech”; Weinert, Seguin, “I don't | 
want to put the plow in any 
deeper than it is now to plow the 
same furrow.” 

Among representatives: Crosth- | 
wait, Dallas, before the address, | 
“I don’t care what kind of tax he 
recommends, I'm agin it’’; Smith, 
San Marcos, “it’s the same folks 
paying the tax"; Eckhardt, Hous- 
ton, the “severance beneficiary” 
tax is not as good as the dedicated 
reserves gas tax which penalizes 
monopolizing a field’s production, 
the sales taxes should be defeated, 
especially the auto sales tax, the| 
spending is inadequate for educa- | 
tion; Zbranek, Daisetta, regretted | 











he did not have a more realistic} 
budget, dislikes the car sales tax; 
Hughes, Sherman, “very pleased,” 
especially on the banking bill and 
the gas tax; 

Johnston, Houston, is anxious to 
see some improvement in state 
welfare services, opposes the sales 
taxes, wants Hale-Aikin plans en- 
acted; Winfree, Houston, “one of 
the finest examples of leadership 
that I've seen in the last 50 
years”; Jones, Dallas, Daniel 
urged “retaxing those already be- 
ing taxed, rather than broadening 
the base’; Atwell, Dallas, “as 
painless as any I've heard”; Kil- 
garlin, Houston, “I can go along 
with the program in general”; 
Foreman, Austin, “a very fair pro- 
gram”; McDonald, Fort Worth, 
Rep. Seeligsop's 1.5 percent gen- 
eral sales tax is “much sounder” 
than the gas tax; Russell, San An- 
tonio, we need “a broad based tax 
such as a general sales tax"; Har- 
rington, Port Arthur, more Hale- 
Aikin spending, a higher than 
proposed gas tax; McGregor, 
Waco, “too heavy on sales taxes’’; 
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Mullen, Alice, more education 
spending needed, the tax propos- 
als “pretty good”; Strickland, San 
Antonio, “a hodge podge” which 
cannot be passed at a single ses- 
sion. R. D. 


Get Rougher 
On Defendants 
Panel Asks 


AUSTIN 

Multiple changes in laws almost 
uniformly intended to make 
things rougher on defendants were 
proposed by Gov. Daniel's law 
enforcement study commission. 

John Crooker of the Bank of 
the Southwest, Houston, was 
chairman of the _ commission. 
Members included Dr. W. R. 
White, president of Baylor, three 
district judges, a district attorney, 
Dean Page Keeton of the Univer- 
sity of Texas law school, and two 
other attorneys. They said they 
corresponded with all county and 
district attorneys and judges in 
the state. 

Condemning “the tragic letdown 
in moral and_ spiritual forces,” 
“the growth in major crime,” “the 
upsurge of lawlessness, the 
growth of juvenile delinquency, 
and the breakdown of the moral 
code,” this commission proposed 
that the legislature: 

Lower from 17 to 16 for boys, 
and from 18 to 16 for girls, the 
age at which juveniles can be 
tried as adults, provided the ju- 
venile court so decides; admission 
of evidence of previous offenses 
at separate post-conviction hear- 
ings on penalties; setting of penal- 
ties by the judge unless the de- 
fendant asks the jury to set them, 
and by the judge if the jury fails 





to agree (except for death pen- 
alty cases); 
Raise the penalties: murder 


with malice, the minimum from 
two years to five years; murder 
without malice, the maximum 


| from five to 25; assault to murder, 


the range from one to 15, as now, 
to two years to life; assault with- 
out malice, from up to three 
years, as now, to one to five; 
burglary at night, instead of any 
term not less than five years, au- 
thorize the life sentence; 
Prohibit separate trials of each 
defendant as a matter of right; 
permit the suspension of a driv- 
er’s license if he refuses to take a 
test for intoxication; enact “an 
act which would do away with re- 
versals because of mere techni- 
calities and judicial hair-splitting. 


| unless the rights of the defendant 


are impaired thereby,’’ whose 
terms are not described; 


Abolish the suspended sentence 


jin Texas, extending probation to 
| all cases, but also prohibit proba- 


tion of a sentence for anyone con- 
victed before of a felony; reduce 
the opportunities for insanity 
pleas, and put the burden of proof 
on the defendant, but let the state 
open and close as before; prohibit 
assignments of error not raised 
on motion for a new trial from be- 
ing raised later on appeal; and 
permit a spouse to testify against 
the other spouse in certain cases 
involving inter-family obligations, 
let a wife testify against a co-de- 
fendant of her husband, and sub- 
ject the husband or wife defend- 
ing the other to full cross-exam- 
ination, doing away with present 
limitations. 


In addition, the commission pro- 
poses measures for the facilitation 
of bail, permitting juries to separ- 
ate, waiver of jury on plea of not 
guilty, permitting pleas of nolo 
contendere by defendants, and 
eliminations of mistrials when one 
juror becomes ill . provided he, 
leaves before the judge delivers 
his charge to the jury. 
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Board Suggests ‘Zero’ 


> For Migrant Council 
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AUSTIN 
Percentagewise, the Legislative 
Budget Board’s biggest depart- 
mental cut was administered to 
the Council on Migrant Labor, 
which was literally written out of 
business. The Council’s 1959 bud- 
get of $10,000 was reduced to zero 
“pending determination by the 
56th legislature of the urgency of 
the council’s work.” The council 
had requested $46,000 for the bi- 
ennium. 


“Ridiculous!” responded Sena- 
tor Henry Gonzalez. “What could 
be more ‘urgent’ than 100,000 peo- 
ple leaving the state each year 
looking for work? There is no 
question the reason for the bud- 


get board’s action is pressure ex- 
crted on it following the Confer- 





ence on Migrant Labor conducted 
by the council. There were rec- 
ommendations in that conference 
for a 50-cent minimum wage pro- 
gram and also for an end to the 
bracero program.” 

Gonzalez said that through the 
bracero treaty with Mexico, for- 
eign workers are guaranteed in- 
surance safeguards, minimum 
transportation standards, and 
“theoretically at least” a 50-cent- 
an-hour minimum wage. “Native 
Texans have none of these bene- 
fits,” said Gonzalez, adding the 
agency is “asking for a very mod- 
est sum .... At least the Governor 
has been quite conscientious.” 

In his budget recommendation, 
Governor Daniel asked for $40,000 
of the $46,000 requested by the 
council. 





Labor Asked of Farms 


o Dr. George Sanchez, Univer- 

sity of Texas educator, called 
for an end to the bracero pro- 
gram, “subsidizing agriculture 
with human misery,” at a confer- 
ence on Latin American problems 
in Austin. Carey McWilliams, edi- 
tor, the Nation, said that “the 
rural sweatshops which have too 
long disgraced the Southwest” 
should be eliminated and that or- 
ganized labor should concern it- 
self more with farm labor: “The 
public should expect more of or- 
ganized labor than press releases 
about wetbacks.” 


@ Amarilllo voters established, 

by 6-1 vote, the first city hos- 
pital district in Texas . Edin- 
burg voters approved urban re- 
newal 483-313 ... In Dallas, Bill 
Blakley denounced urban renewal 
as wrongful collaboration between 
government and private enter- 
prise ... In San Antonio builder 
H. B. Zachry offered to build new 
city buildings at cost and nothing 
more ... In Austin the sexy-maga- 
zine ban continued but was tem- 
porarily lifted by two young men 


Owen Defends 
El Paso Firms 


AUSTIN 

Sen. Frank Owen, El Paso, join- 
ed legislators who have been hired 
as lawyers to defend loan com- 
panies accused of usury in suits 
filed by Atty. Gen. Will Wilson. 
Saying he has been retained by 
13 of the 15 El Paso companies 
nmamed in the suits, Owen re- 
marked: “I can’t see any conflict 
of interest. I considered that.” 
Sen. Doyle Willis, Fort Worth, 
told the Observer he had been 
approached by representatives of 
the Dallas ond then the Fort 
Worth loan companies sued and 
offered the cases at $200 a com- 
pany. He said he refused the cases, 
telling the representatives that he 
does not take retainers from in- 





terests which might have _ in- 
terest in state legislation. 
Sen. Dorsey Hardeman, San 


Angelo, and seven representatives 
represent the sued loan companies, 
in addition now to Owen. Rep. 
Jo Ed Winfree, Sr., Houston, has 
obtained mandatory legislative 
continuances for two of the Aus- 
tin companies; he represents an- 
other five Houston firms. To- 
gether the legislators represent 
well over half the 287 sued com- 
panies. 

The executive director of the 
State Bar, registering as a lobbyist, 
said he will push for legislation 
to “abolish or substantially amend 
the present mandatory continu- 
ance granted lawyers who are 
members of the legislature.” 


who brought some of the maga- 
zines from San Antonio. 


ro A mother of four children 

from Piedras Negras was 
convicted of possessing heroin— 
actually of bringing 20 grams of it 
worth $10,000 to San Antonio for 
$4, which she said was all she got 
—and faced a possible ten-year 
prison term ... Dallas DA Henry 





The Week in Texas 














Wade planned to go to Washing- 
ton to try to get BenJack Cage, 
wanted on a ten-year ICT convic- 
tion, back from Brazil, and Joe 
Bonds, wanted for jumping bond 
on an eight-year term for sodomy, 
back from Washington ... A Den- 
ton professor and ex-senator, Rob- 
ert Proffer, was among those in- 
dicted on mail fraud indictment 
involving mis-use of about $50,000 
from teachers and others in an 
investment company and a pro- 
posed school .... The trial of J. 
Byron Saunders, former insurance 
commissioner charged with per- 
jury, was delayed in Austin ... 
Two former officers of InsurO- 
medic Life Insurance Co. pleaded 
guilty to embezzling $53,200 in 
Dallas and got off with probated 
sentences because they have re- 
turned the money. 


@ Republic National Life In- 

surance Co. of Dallas, which 
31 months ago reached a billion 
dollars of life insurance in force, 
has now passed two billion 
Three Texas oil companies, Hum- 
ble, Magnolia, and Phillips, of- 
fered five percent pay increases 
to their employees, with the pros- 
pect improving for an end to an 
engineers’ strike against Phillips 
in Borger The government 
concluded its anti-trust case 
against the Harte-Hanks newspa- 
per chain in Dallas growing out of 
the purchase of the Greenville 
Herald by the Greenville Banner 
in 1956. Government evidence 
sought to establish that Harte- 
Hanks put a squeeze on the Her- 
ald by operating the Banner at 
heavy losses. 


TEXAS FLAG FLIES HIGHEST, 
YEZAK BILL WOULD REQUIRE 


AUSTIN 
Rep. Herman Yezak, liberal 
from Bremond, has_ introduced, 


“by request,” he carefully notes, 
a bill to require that the Texas 
flag be flown over “all state offi- 
ces” and always displayed “in a 
superior position” when flown 
with any other flag, including 
that recently revised emblem 
known in some quarters as “Old 
Glory.” 
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THE NEW BILLS 


AUSTIN 
Taxes: Beneficiary severance 
tax on dedicated reserves con- 


tracts at the wellhead for $20 mil- 
lion a year (Hinson, Mineola, for 
Gov. Daniel); graduated oil tax on 
top 17 Texas companies which are 
associated with 75 percent of for- 
eign oil imports for $13 million a 
year to “replace” Daniel’s auto 
sales tax (Eckhardt, Houston); 
graduated corporate net income 
tax, exempting companies making 
less than $50,000 a year, crediting 
present state taxes paid against 
such tax, for about $20 million a 
year (Johnston, Houston); occu- 
pation tax on manufacturing and 
“importing” manufactured goods 
into Texas, $400 million a year 
(Sadler, Percilla); recodify tax 
laws, $11.5 million a year more 
(Seeligson, San Antonio); a 1.5 
percent general sales tax (Seelig- 
son, to come); a 10 percent tax on 
trading stamps (Chapman, Sul- 
phur Springs, to come). 

Labor: Require secret elections 
on having a union in intra-state 
commerce on_ proper petition 
(Miller, Eckhardt, Houston); pro- 
vide voluntary mediation of labor 
disputes through the state (Har- 
rington, Port Arthur); enact an 
industrial safety act with $50 to 
$500 penalties (Hughes, Sherman); 
raise maximum unemployment 
comp to $40 and extend the period 
to 39 weeks (Daily, Houston); em- 
ployers pay employees for costs 
and lost time for medical tests 
(Harrington). 

Medical: Establish a medical 
school in San Antonio (Strickland, 
S.A.); allow low-cost medical 
group clinics such as those at 
Baytown and Southern Pacific in 
Houston (Johnston, Houston). 





Water: Conserve under 
water, prevent its po 
cense and log water we 
(Woolsey, Corpus); 


owners to impound up to 20 


feet of water without a 
mit (Watson, Mart) 
districts maintain fre 
parks (Sudderth, Gustine 
a San Antonio area wa 
(Bartram, New Braunfé 


Education: Pre-scho 
instruction (MacGregor, FE 
180-day school years 
dent teachers, and dr 
tion (Hale, Corpus) 
a month pension for T 
ers (Jones, Austin); $6 
state employee pay 
ing at 20 percent for | 
ets and declining 


creases (Jones). Loan Sharks 


cense and supervise 
ton); set a 36 percent 
oth, Sherman). 


Constitutional amendments 


empt $3000 of the 
people: over 64 from p 
(Harrington); 
comé or a payroll tax 
Paso); abolish 
for education 
San Antonio); 
income to the permar 
fund to available fur 
Orange); lift the ter 
terest limit (Cole); 
(Daily); two-thirds 
ment to pass tax bill 
las); repeal poll tax 

an, and also Isaacks, E 
empt vehicles fron 
taxes (Watson, Mart 
lative pay to $50 a 
days (Crosthwait, Dalla 
120 and $25 thereaft 
Fort Worth), $4200 a y 


never 


state | 
income 
conve 





Welfare 


nd| Beaumont), $5,000 a year (Shan- 


by 


$8 


non, Fort Worth). 


Utilities: Let REA operate free- 
ly in newly incorporated areas 
(Jamison, Denton); base utility 
profits on investment, not replace- 
ment cost (Johnston, to come). 


Politics: Party registration, al- 
terable up to 30 days from a vote 
binding for primaries, from which 
independents are to be excluded 
(Clements, Crockett); stamp poll 
tax with’party status (de la Garza 
Mission); base convention strength 
presidential Democratic votes 
(Wheeler, Tilden, to come); elect 
SDEC members except for eight 
appointed by the gov- 
srnor (Dewey); change absentee 
voting laws variously. 


on 


members 


Business, Professions: License 
psychologists (Jones, Galveston); 
central state licensing department, 
saving $1 million (Seeligson); the 
account bill (Bell, Hughes, 
Seeligson); require labeling milk 
for richness (Burgess, Nacogdo- 
ches); register livestock slaughter- 
(McGregor, Waco); prohibit 
hoplifting ($300 fine, Conley, 
Raymondville, or $200, Coley 
Conroe); establish a state seed 
and plant board (Watson); add 
$15 fee to license fees for unin- 


bank 


ers 


sured drivers (Gladden, Fort 
Worth); establish a citrus and 
vegetable commission (Murray 


Harlingen); spend $200,000 a year 
for the industrial and tourist state 
advertising program (Blaine, El 


Paso). 


Suing the State: Abolish the re- 
quirement for legislative permis- 
sion to sue the state (Anderson, 
Midland). 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art_—JEFFERSON 





Vot Up 


Governor Daniel's plan to retire the 
state’s deficit is wunexceptionable — 
just and, in several respects, coura- 
geous. His tax proposals to finance 
State government the next two years 
are about half right and the other half 
wreng. His program, what he would 
have the state do, is niggardly. 


] 


In a way his appearance in the 
House of Representatives Wednesday 
was his nearest return to the memories 
of his youth, to his hcnorable place in 
the ranks of the Immortal 56 who 
nay-said, nine times nay-said, the gen- 
eral sales tax of 1939. Peering out 
across the legislators’ heads toward 
that seat, fourth aisle from the back, 
outside row, from which he first per- 
ceived and defended the just principle 
of taxation that you ought not to bur- 
den the plain consumers with taxes 
the rich do not fairly share, he com- 
plained, “My eyes are not 
enough to see who sits back there 
now.” But he remembered: “When I 
entered the legislature in 1939 ... I 
was sympathetic to the idea of a gen- 
eral sales tax. After hearing the argu- 
ments in the most bitter fight ever 
waged on the subject in this legisla- 
ture, I became convinced that since a 
general sales tax actually amounts to 
an income tax on those who spend all 
they make, but not on all those in the 
upper incomes who make more money 
than they spend, that eventually it 
would lead also to a state income tax 
to equalize the burden .... Therefore, 
as one of 56 House members, I helped 
defeat the sales tax constitutional 
amendment which the then Governor 
and the House leaders at that time 
tried on nine separate votes to force 
upon this House.” Firm stands he still 
against a general sales tax, but he bore 
to the new men only half of the loaf 
of his ideals, having lost the other half 
little by little over the long years to 
the creeping mold of accomodations 
and re-elections. 

Twenty years after 1939 the chal- 
lenge for the legislators who would 
stand for the people is more complex, 
nor is there a leering nemesis to 
match up with the cynical O’Daniel of 
that time. The ethos of that crisis was 
Stop, the signal for this one, Stop and 


Go: 


good 


Unqualified opposition to any more’ 
selective sales taxes of any kind, for 
they do every one amount “to an in- 
come tax on those who spend all they 
make, but not on all those in the upper 
incomes who make more money than 
they spend.” 

Bold demands for adequate state 
spemling for public education, the 
public welfare, and the state hospitals 
and special schools. 

This session, enactment of enough 
business taxes to finance these desper- 
ately needed improvements. 


I] 


Proposing to reduce the book-keep- 


to Snuff 


ing deficit from $65 million to $47 
million by adopting a stricter account- 
ing of the state’s cash intake, Daniel 
has decided to delay that much of the 
state’s financial need, to which no one 
can seriously object, since there are no 
real consequences for state services of 
doing so. 

Endorsing the Bell-Hughes-Seelig- 
son bill to have abandoned bank ac- 
counts delivered to the state, Daniel 
risked the wrath of the bankers and 
some pipeline companies, but he did so 
in the name of the state’s irrefutable 
right to its own property under the 
escheat laws. 

Proposing the franchise tax law be 
increased for a year by enough to re- 
tire the rest of the deficit, Daniel not 
only decided to let business bear this 
burden, he also told “every business 
corporation” they should be willing to 
share the cost “because, even with our 
franchise tax now relatively high, we 
do not have the corporate income tax 
which is collected on corporations in 
all of our adjoining states,” which 
sounds passably like a threat, and a 
justified one. 

Daniel's proposals for retiring the 
deficit should be enacted immediately 
so that the decks will be clear for the 
problems of the next two years. 


Il 


Since his budget is silent on real 
needs, however, the extent of the re- 
quirements for new income cannot be 
gauged from his message. The legisla- 


tors should address themselves to 
specifying essential added expendi- 


tures without which the state’s pro- 
grams will be seriously damaged: this 
will be the first task once the deficit is 
retired. Only then can taxes be dis- 
cussed in terms of the realistic need. 


IV 


Daniel proposes to raise $29 million 
by five non-tax methods. The regular 
annual income from the abandoned 
bank accounts, and the increased col- 
lections in existing taxes, are fine 
prospects. Legislators should be skep- 
tical of the proposed increases in fees 
and refunds in state services—that is, 
such proposals should be studied line 
by line to see they are not going to 
amount to more burdens on average 
consumers. The Daniel proposal for 
repeal of the military post exemption 
from the sales taxes on cigarettes and 
beer should be opposed on the princi- 
ple Daniel himself voiced about the 
general sales tax—this would extend 
the a-little-here, a-little-there income 
tax on those who spend all they make, 
specifically, underpaid GI's. The main 
item in this group of ideas, changing 
the way the state computes the fran- 
chise tax so that it will yield more 
from interstate business, would merely 
put Texas in step with most other 
states. 

Daniel's pure tax programs would 
fall 62 percent on consumers and 38 

(Continued foot of next column) 
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uest Editorial 


A marvelous editorial appeared in 
the Dallas Morning News for Janu- 
ary 20, 1959. We trust the News will 
stand fast now that it has made ex- 
plicit and irrefutable its opposition to 
the gasoline sales tax. We reprint the 
editorial, opining only that the cap- 
tion, “Lay Off That Gas Tax,” actu- 
ally should have read, “Lay Off That 
Gasoline Tax” (the headline writer 
must have been a day or two behind 
the New Line). 


we 


Late dispatches from Washington 
indicate that President Eisenhower 
will continue to press for a one and 
one-half cent raise in the federal gaso- 
line tax. Dispatches from Austin state 
that Governor Daniel wants a raise in 
the state gasoline tax. In the mean- 
time, other states, including populous 
New York, are moving to increase 
gasoline taxes. 

In all instances, these should be re- 
sisted. Today the automobile owner is 
the most heavily burdened taxpayer in 
the country. In Texas, for example, 
the average citizen pays more for the 
privilege of driving a car—including 
gasoline, license fee and ad valorem 
taxes—than he pays for any other 
purpose. In fact, the poor man will 
usually pay the state more for the 


privilege of driving a car than he will 
pay the state for all other purposes 
combined. 


President Eisenhower presents his 
one and a half cent raise as an addi- 
tional use tax to expedite the big in- 
terstate federal highway program 
which he says ‘is lagging.’ In the first 
place, this program is lagging, not be- 
cause revenues have failed to come up 
to estimates, but because the estimates 
of the cost of this program have more 
than doubled. Furthermore, it is a fact 
that the Federal Government is now 
diverting from the proceeds from the 
gasoline tax about $1.5 billion a year 
for purposes other than highway 
building and maintenance. 


In most states today the consumer 
of gasoline is paying more than one 
third of the retail price of gasoline to 
federal and state governments in the 
form of taxes. This is an unconscion- 
able levy. And it has aspects that are 
generally overlooked. For example, 
here in Texas the same people who 
are strenuously opposing a general 
sales tax will favor an increased gaso- 
line tax. Actually the gasoline tax is a 
general sales tax in the sense that it is 
burdening nearly every citizen even 
though it is a tax on a single product. 





(Continued from column 2) 
percent on natural gas companies. In 
other words, two thirds of his tax 
plan is’ sales tax, one third business 
tax. 

His natural gas tax, apart from the 
question of its form, would raise only 
$20 million a year, whereas two years 
ago he suggested that such a “tax 
should raise $35 million. This is an 
inexplicable retreat. The natural gas 
tax should be scaled higher as revenue 
needs require. 

His proposed increases in-the sales 
taxes on cars (up 63 percent) and 
liquor (up 80 percent), and his new 
taxes on tobacco (“with the exception 
of snuff”) should be defeated out- 
right; they are all income taxes on 


consumers only, the prices he would 
have the citizens pay for his own tip- 
toed back-off from the corporate 
board room. 

Under no circumstances should the 
gasoline sales tax be increased (as the 
Dallas News, glory be, also declares). 
Until the legislature swings itself 
around to facing the need for a gradu- 
ated personal income tax or a gradu- 
ated corporate profits tax, or both, 
the alternative, for whatever extra 
income is needed after these parasitic 
sales taxes are rejected, may very well 
be Rep. Eckhardt’s graduated tax on 
the 20 major oil companies, the very 
ones, to hoist them, sirs, on their own 
petrol, which are bringing in all of 
that wicked, cily, foreign, oil. 
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A DOCUMENT THAT WILL TELL THE TALE 


AUSTIN 
In Texas, a governmental budget, 
containing as it does awesome assort- 
ments of figures, rarely receives much 
analytical newspaper attention. The 
working press, harboring probably 
greater’ antipathy for mathematics 
than even the general public, almost 
habitually disposes of budget stories 
with a dozen or so superficial para- 
zraphs generally listing raw totals 
with a few major breakdowns and a 
comparison or two with similar budget 
totals of other years. These stories are 
run on the front pages with appropri- 
ate headlines and then forgotten as 
personalities and events occupy the 
stage. The budget somehow gets lost 
in the shuffle. 


This is too bad, for budgets are, in 
essence, what the whole game of polit- 
ical democracy is all about, a transla- 
tion into figures of political philoso- 
phy in its most nakedly greedy or 
alternately responsible forms, The tax 
vattles for revenues ‘to meet the bud- 
zet only carry philosophy to a further 
-xtension, with conservatives favor- 
ing selective or general sales taxes and 
liberals plumping for taxes based on 
ability to pay. However this question 
is won, lost or compromised, the prior 
question of the government's willing- 
ness or unwillingness to fulfill its ob- 


ligations to the people is decided by 
the scope of the budget itself. 

In this context, the 1960-61 “I.egis- 
lative Budget Estimates” compiled by 
the Legislative Budget Board and re- 
leased in Austin this week is one of 
the most cynical public documents 
ever offered, unashamed, by the cor- 
porate powers who preside over our 
House and Senate. The ten-man bud- 
get drafting committee, headed by 
Ben Ramsey, spent months surveying 
the state’s needs, hearing first-hand 
reports from the top administrators in 
education, mental health, industrial 
safety, migrant labor, and literally a 
hundred other fields. 

Their response was a budget that 
ignores the facts as they exist, with 
mindless callousness to thwarted 
hopes, unrealized potential and wasted 


lives. Ramsey, Fly, Seeligson, Harde- 
man, might be permitted to plead 
hypocrisy; they cannot plead ignor- 
ance. 

[iF ENACTED as written, 
their budget would codify into the 
laws guarantees of the rights of Texas 


children to a mediocre education, the 


mentally ill to rot within a hospital 
system vainly trying to emerge from 
an era of medieval neglect, Texas 


workers to continue to kill and injure 
themselves in record numbers in 


Texas plants. In short, the committee’ juests by $10 million, slash 
budget would reduce the forthcomir for new facilities by 500 per- 


well - publicized = consumer-versus-cor leny pay boosts for nurses 
porate tax search to a cruel farce workers, the very areas 
solving not whether the people win o1 ediate action could produce 
lose but simply the extent of their los ialilitative results. 

The budget baldly ignores sch Industrial Accident Board, 
and health reforms and contents itsel tered in’ Austin and ham 
with requiring the state to putter alon, ky of contact with injured 
im a sort of provincial insistence or ittered across the state, re 
the right to be ignorant and indif f. inds for six regional offices 
ent. It says there will be no impr: ompensation claims. Th 
ment; inthe elementary and |} icknowledging the board’: 


schools and colleges, there may mployees for the re 


be further deterioration as a situat nevertheless turned 

already aggravated is further equests for funds for thi 
A most striking feature of thi elves 

ument is its admission, on_ the vernor’s program to cop. 


juvenile delinquency 
ded Youth Council 
aarole = supervision 
reduced 
“1 entirely 


hand, of some obvious areas of ne eading 
and its refusal, on the other, to expat 
anvthing about them. It 1 
the mental hospital system is fair for ties Was savage 
hotel accomodations but poor for ? system eliminated 
habilitation by dwelling on the ‘d 
couraging element” of the large n THE LEST 
ber of geriatrics such condition would be to 
evitably produce. As for the TPB ten men's exerci 
gram, the budget acknowledges TI 
state’s case finding program is 1 $285 millic 
nearly adequate. More 
treatment than are found. 
new cases are being found after inf pent in 
tions of other members of the famil e and the number of 
But, having stated the problems, t ated, hospitalized, rehabili 
board’s response is to cut ment | be larger i 


acitly ad ] and 


and on 


eiterate un 


goes on 
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spend ‘ 


CASECA I ( state spend TOUPHIV 


Too 1 1 as in 








How Did t 


MARSHALL 

If we could take an Olympian perch 
and observe apart the magnificent 
manipulation of public opinion and 
support by Senator Johnson, no doubt 
we would be entranced by his unbe- 
lievable skill. As things are, we cannot 
pause in our entertainment as specta- 
tors and halt thought but must jar 
awake repeatedly with the realization 
that we are ‘not watching masterly 
mummery, but a dramatic segment of 
our own political life. We are all i 
the charade, only the performance is 
for real, and we must be a part of the 
act, willy nilly. 

For six years our country has 
drifted in a leaderless fashion, with 
its only lode stars expediency and 
compromise. As our captive hero ap- 
proaches the anticlimactic close of his 
career, we see slowly emerging the op- 
portunist who has on so many occa- 
sions proven himself the “master of 
the immediate.” 

Government by committee may be 
the result of the inevitable, but what 
are we to say of the conception of 
compromise as the master rather than 
as the tool of true leadership? Per- 
sonal power is heady stuff, and 
wholly capable of becoming the end 
rather than the means of government. 
It is a glorious thing when put on the 
line to advantage an ideal, or to for- 
ward a principle. It is something quite 
lifferent if harbored for its own sake 
and permitted to grow on deception 
and in ruthless disregard of any duty 
to take a stand that might diminish it 
in the least. In this character, it be- 
comes the monster so loved in the 
horror films, and which will surely 
destroy us all. 


D URING THE OPENING . 


DAYS OF CONGRESS, the reader 
of the Dallas News must have gained 
the impression that tricks were 
trumps. “Johnson Catches Liberals 
I‘lat-footed,” was the description of 
his first maneuver, and “Johnson 
Outslicks Liberals,” that of his last. 
The Bubbling glee of the News was 
not unjustified in its reports, and so 
much did it glory in the devious ways 
of our King Compromise that it all 
but published the bans of its betrothal 
to his campaign for the presidential 
nomination of the Democratic Party. 

On the first Sunday of the new 
congressional session, the News gave 
its beloved an eight column spread 
just a hair’s breadth below the mast- 
head, and for a good quarter of the 
front page. We learned from it that 
in addition to wearing many masks, 
the leader wears many hats, economiz- 
ing greatly on government expendi- 


e Senate Liberals Let !f Happen? 


tures by cutting down on the distribu- 
tion of party and governmental func- 
tions. It is all very simple; instead of 
spreading the party posts of honor, 
he simply retains them in his person. 
To quote some of the things he 1s: 
Democratic leader in the Senate, chair- 
man of the Democratic Policy Com- 
mittee, chairman of the Democratic 
Conference Committee, chairman of 
the Senate Preparedness Subcommit- 
tee, chairman of the Senate Space 
Committee, and chairman of an ap- 
propriations subcommittee. There may 
be more, but’ from these listed, and the 
senator's base allowance for staff 
pay, he has available annually $382,- 
805 of government money to advant- 
age his position. Small wonder that 
he can return some $101,066 to the 
Treasury from this allowance. 

The liberals have not been over- 
looked in his overall setup. He has 
even employed “one of them perfesser 
fellers,” Dr. Walter Prescott Webb, 
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AN ERROR 


WASHINGTON 
What was U. S. Senate Leader 
I.yndon Johnson’s first official act, on 
the first day of Congress? It was to 
shut off debate on a proposal to limit 
the filibuster. And what was his ma- 
jor political operation? To ensnare the 
new Republican Senate Leader, Ever- 
ett McKinley Dirksen, into a deal to 
back his so-called “compromise” on 
the filibuster. 


This posed quite a dilemma for 
Dirksen. He agreed to be a co-sponsor 
of the Johnson resolution. At the 
same time his aides informed the of- 
fice of his Illinois colleague, Sen. Paul 
Douglas, that he was for a real curb 
on endless talk in the Senate. 


for Dirksen and for 
Johnson the “real” problem in the 
forthcoming Congress is not civil 
rights, not the filibuster, and not re- 
opening the schools. Those are second- 
ary matters. What’s real for them is 
whether it will be possible to re-estab- 
lish the old coalition of Dixie Demo- 


But, of course, 


crats and right wing Republicans 
which has for so long dominated the 
Senate. 


lor these two estimable gentlemen 
the “real” enemies are those liberals 
who insist that the pledges the politi- 
cians promised the voters last Novem- 
ber must be carried out. To Johnson 
and his associates, senators like Doug- 
las, Javits, Humphrey, Case of New 
Jersey, and Morse of Oregon are dan- 
gerous men, 
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Webb’s Recollections of Boyhood on Plains 


(When Walter Prescott 
Webb received the honorary 
degree of doctor of laws from 
the University of Chicago, 
from which he had returned 
in his youth without his PhD, 
and when the American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies 
awarded him $10,000, friends 
and admirers of Webb hardly 





noticed; a worthy man's due. 
But when he delivered his 
presidential address to the 
American Historical Associa- 
tion in Washington, the last 
official act at the end of his 
academic service, and when 
he chose to speak, further- 
more, on history as his per- 
sonal high adventure, we leapt 
for a copy; we excerpt it here. 
The complete address will ap- 
pear soon in a volume entitled 
An Honest Preface and Other 
Essays, Houghton Mifflin & | 
Co.—Ed.) 





The opening I shall enter lies in 
the field of personal experience, 
of adventure into that great wil- 
derness of the past, that wild 
country wherein one can be lost 
for days or weeks or months, in 
exploration as exciting as any 
known to argonauts or conquis- 
tadores; and the lovely feature 
about this delirious experience is | 
that the historical explorer moves | 
among the dangers and hardships 
with complete immunity until fin- | 
ally he comes out in print, in| 
point-blank range of the critics 





It would be highly gratifying | 
if I could say that from a very | 
early age I wanted to be a his- 
torian, and that I bent every ef-| 
fort to this purpose. Nothing could 
be further from the truth ‘....| 
What I wanted to be was a writer, | 
and I wanted to write, not for 
the few but for the many, never 
for the specialist who doesn't read 
much anyway. I wanted to write) 
so that people could understand 
me; I wanted to persuade them, 
lure them along from sentence to 
paragraph, make them see pat- 
terns of truth in the kaleidoscope 
of the past, exercise upon them 
the marvelous magic of words as 
conveyors of thought. With this 
ambition to write I entered col- | 
lege, very late and with little 
preparation, and here my past | 
caught up with me. I convinced | 
several English professors that I) 
could not punctuate, and they 
convinced me that I could not 
write. For years I did not touch 
pen to paper. 

In my junior year I registered | 
for a course called Institutional 
History, taught by a Canadian- 
born and European-trained schol- | 
ar, Lindley Miller Keasbey. What 
he taught was not history, nor 
economics, nor anthropology, nor 
philosophy, but a good deal of all | 
of these and more. He swept me 
off my feet, gave me a method of 
thinking and a point of view} 
which has entered into all that I 
have done. His patterns were 
clear, concise, and exciting. I took 
all his courses and decided that I | 
would become a teacher of insti- 
tutional history, beginning in the 
high schools. But when I sur- 
veyed the field, as a wiser person 
would have done earlier, I found 
that there was no such thing as | 
institutional history except in the 
University of Texas. Then I 
learned that this man was so un- | 
orthodox that he was not wel- 
comed to teach in any standard | 
department. To provide a place | 
for him, the authorities allowed | 
him to set up an independent de- | 
partment and his former col-| 
leagues were dismayed white! 
their best students flocked to him 
by the hundreds. The authorities 
finally solved that problem veo 
restored harmony by firing him. 
And that I was, a specialist in * 
non-existent field of learning. 

But on the record institutional | 


| made something of a reputation 
las a high school teacher of his- 


enough like it to fool one school 
board. Thus I became a history 
teacher with only two elementary 
courses in the subject. Now, since 
I was making a living teaching 
history, I decided it would be 
wise to learn something about it, 
and I began taking advanced 
courses, and finally took the B.A. 
degree at about the age most take 
the PhD. In the meantime I had 


tory, and had written an article 
on the subject, and that made me 
an expert. In 1918 I was invited 
to come to The University of 
Texas to conduct a course in the 
teaching of history so that it 
would not be given by a method- 
ologist. 


HE TIME HAD COME to start 
work on the M. A. It was nec- 
essary to choose a subject, and 
here good fortune attended me. 
A series of Mexican revolutions 
had made the Texas border a tur- 
bulent place; James E. Ferguson 
as governor had made all Texas 
turbulent. Ferguson increased the 
Ranger force, and the Rangers 
went to the border to commit 
crimes almost as numerous and 
quite as heinous as Pancho Villa 
bandits’ These crimes were ex-| 
posed th a legislative investiga- 
tion led by J. T. Canales. The ex- 
posure made exciting headlines in 
all the papers. I read those head- 
lines and asked myself an import- 
ant question: Has anyone written 
the history of the Texas Rangers? 
The answer was no. I chose that 
subject and was off on the first 
lap of the great adventure, to 
write the history of the oldest in- 
stitution of its kind in the world. | 
The story led west, to the fron- | 
tier, to vicarious adventure of the 
body, and to real adventure of the 
mind. Though I was not aware of 
it then, I had found my field .... 





It was my first work with sour- 
ces, the faded letters and reports 
of a handful of men standing be- 
tween the people and their ene- 
mies, men better with a gun than 
with a pen .... I went to all the 
places where things had happened. 
I sought out the old men, still 
living then, who had fought Com- | 
anches and Apaches, killed Sam} 
Bass at Round Rock, and broken | 
up deadly feuds inherited from 
the more deadly reconstruction. 
With a captain and a private I} 
visited every Ranger camp on, 
the Mexican border where there 





| were still elements of danger; I 


carried a commission and had the 
exhilirating experience of wear- 
ing a Colt revolver in places | 
where it might have been useful. | 
At night by the campfires I lis- 
tened to the tales told by men 
who could talk without notes 





founded a magazine and decided 
to do a series of articles on the 
services the Texas Rangers had 
rendered in cleaning up the oil 
towns. The editor addressed a let- 
ter to the University asking who 
was qualified to write the story. 
The letter found its way to my 
desk, and I began to tell the story 
of my Rangers at two cents a 
word. This pleasant arrangement 
was interrupted by a United 
States marshal and judge who 
had quaint ideas about the uses 
of the mail. 

Though I did not realize it at 
the time, as I tell this story Texas 
does seem to have been an excit- 
ing place. I shall always be grate- 
ful to this crooked oil company 
because in writing articles for it 
I stumbled on one of the few orig- 
inal ideas I ever had. As a matter 
of fact up until that time I had 
never had one. 


UPI Photo 


Walter Webb 


HIS IDEA CAME TO ME on a 

dark winter night when a heavy 
rain was rattling on the roof of 
the small back room where I was 
trying to write an article for the 
oil magazine. By this time I knew 
a great deal about the Texas 
Rangers, their dependence on 
horses and their love for the Colt 





revolver; I knew the nature of 
their enemies, primarily the Com- | 
anches, and I knew the kind of! 


important, that I was no longer 
an imitator, parroting what I read 
or what some professor had said. 
This idea that something hap- 
pened when the Americans came 
out of the woods and undertook 
to live on the plains freed me 
from authority, and set me out on 
an independent course of inquiry. 
One question I asked over and 
over, of myself and of others: 
What else happened? What other 
changes took place in the manner 
of living when thousands of west- 
bound people emerged from a hu- 
mid, broken woodland to live on 
the level, semi-arid plains where 
there was never enough water and 
practically no wood? This ques- 
tion attended me in all my read- 
ing, and led straight to the books 
I needed .... 


Without design, I was now on 
the way to becoming a western 
historian. I was excellently pre- 
pared because I had never had a 
course in that field, and therefore 
could view it without precon- 
ceived notions or borrowed points 
of view .... 

Slight as the demands were, I 
was ill prepared to meet them. 
My idea of the compelling unity 
of the American West had now 
become an obsession. That unity 
was exemplified in the geology, 
the geography, the climate, vege- 
tation, animal life and Indian life, 
all background forces operating 
with telling effect on those people 
who in the nineteenth century 
crawled out of the salubrious 
eastern woodland to live in this 
harsh land. To the problem of un- 
derstanding this Western environ- 
ment in all its aspects, I applied 
the technique learned from Keas- 
bey. This technique consisted of 
taking an environment, in this 
case the Great Plains, as a unit, 
and superimposing layer after 
layer of its components with ge- 
ology as the foundation and the 
latest human culture, literature, 
as the final product, the flower 
growing out of the compost of hu- 
man effort and physical forces. 
There was a compelling logic in 
the plan for him who would fol- 


low it, but to plough through such 


unknown fields as geology, clima- 


society they represented and de-| tology, botany, anthropology, to 


fended. I was ready for that mo- 
ment of synthesis that comes af- 
ter long hours of aimless research 
to give understanding and anima- 
tion to inert knowledge. What I 
saw that night was that when Ste- 
phen F. Austin brought his colon- 
ists to Texas, he brought them to 
the edge of one environment, the 
eastern woodland, and to the bor- 
der of another environment, the 
Great Plains. The Texas Rangers 
were called into existence and 
kept in existence primarily to de- 


|'fend the settlements against In- 


Though the desire to write had 


been suppressed, it had not been 
| killed. One day I sat down and 
wrote an article sketching the 


early history of the Texas Rang- 
ers, and for the first time an edi- 
tor paid me the compliment of 
writing a check in my favor. This | 
was a landmark, the beginning of 
a long and happy relationship be- 


|tween me and editors . 


It was during these same years 
that the oil boom broke in West 
Texas. It began in my home town 


; | 
of Ranger, a village of one thou- 


sand which became a brawling | 


mass of ten thousand in six 
months. Law and order broke} 
down, the criminal element 


rushed in to gamble, murder, and | 
rob. Then the Rangers came to | 
run out the criminals and restore | 
local government to the demoral- 
ized citizens. This was a formula 
repeated in town after town as 
the boom spread. The genuine 
boom was followed by a bogus 
one, run by speculators who 
floated stock promotions to Sense | 
the gullible public. 

One of these bogus companies | 


dians on horseback, Indians 
equipped with weapons that could 
be used on horseback. These Tex- 
ans fresh from the forests had no 
such weapons, for theirs had been 
developed in the woods and were 
not suited for horsemen. While 
the conflict between the Rangers 
and the Comanches was at its 
height, Samuel Colt invented the 
revolver, the ideal weapon for a 


|man on horseback. It took a year 


to gather the proof of what I 
knew that night, though I sensed 
then that something very im- 
portant happened when the Amer- 
ican people emerged from the 
woodland and undertook to live 
on the plains. In that transition 
the Texans were the forerunners, 
the Rangers the spearhead of the 
advance, and the revolver an 
adaptation to the needs of a new 
situation. 

The excitement of that mo- 
ment was probably the greatest 
creative sensation I have ever 
known. With the roar of the rain 
in my ears, I went to the front of 
the house to tell the most sympa- 
thetic listener I have known that 


history does look like history,| with headquarters in Fort Worth I had come upon something really 








arrive finally at the sixteenth cen- 
tury—when men began to make 
a record of their puny efforts, 
many failures and few successes 
—in order to write the heroic and 
tragic history of the American 
West, was no small task. But it 
was high adventure. I have never 
worked so hard or with such ex- 
altation as in those days when I 
carved out of the books piece af- 
ter piece and found that they 
all fit together to form a harmon- 
ious pattern which I knew before- 
hand was there. 


N THE GREAT PLAINS I had 

chosen an environment simple 
in structure whose force was so 
compelling as to influence pro- 
foundly whatever touched it .... 
I was also ... examining for 
meaning a familiar land which I 
had known as a child. A friend 
asked me once when I began 
preparation to write The Great 
Plains. I answered that I began 
at the age of four when my father 
left the humid East and set his 
family down in West Texas, on 
the very edge of the open, arid 
country which stretched north 
and west farther than a boy could 
imagine. There I touched the hem 
of the garment of the real fron- 
tier; there I tasted alkali. I was 
not the first man, or boy; but the 
first men, Indian fighters, buffalo 
hunters, trail drivers, half-re- 
formed outlaws, and Oklahoma 
boomers were all around, full of 
memories and eloquent in relat- 
ing them to small boys. There I 
saw the crops burned by drought, 
eaten by grasshoppers, and de- 
stroyed by hail. I felt the searing 
winds come furnace-hot from the 





desert to destroy in a day the 
hopes of a year, and I saw a trail 
herd blinded and crazy from 
thirst completely out of control of 
horse-weary cowboys with faces 
so drawn they looked like death 
masks. In the hard-packed yard 
and on the encircling red-stone 
hills was the geology, in the pas- 
ture the desert botany and all the 
wild animals of the plains save 
the buffalo. The Indians, the 
fierce Comanches, had so recently 
departed, leaving memories so 
vivid and tales so harrowing that 
their red ghosts, lurking in every 
mott and hollow, drove me home 
all prickly with fear when I ven- 
tured too far. The whole Great 
Plains was there in microcosm, 
and the book I wrote was but an 
extension and explanation of what 
I had known first hand in minia- 
ture, in a sense an autobiography 
with scholarly trimmings. 


The Great Plains was published 
in 1931, and no more need be said 
about it except that it has never 
been revised, never will be re- 
vised by me, never has been imi- 
tated, and I am told by the pub- 
lisher it never will go out of print. 
I came out of the experience of 
writing it—doing something in 
my own way—with a_ sense of 
power that comes to him who has 
made a long journey for a pur- 
pose, overcome the hardships, and 
returned to tell with appropriate 
exaggeration what to him is an 
important tale. 

I was forty-three years old and 
still without the degree. There 
was nothing to do but turn back 
to the Texas Rangers which had 
been thrown aside in the excite- 
ment of exploring the Great 
Plains .... 

It was necessary to go through 
some mumbo jumbo to satisfy the 
regulations, but this was done 
with proper decorum and the de- 
gree was given to me a year later. 
I did not earn it. I have sat on 
many doctoral committees, always 
spiritually very near the cornered 
candidate, and I have never sat 
on one where I could have passed 
the examination. I have, as my 
colleagues know, I am sure, been 
a pushover for people who have 
trouble answering silly questions. 

The Texas Rangers was pub- 
lished in 1935, eighteen years af- 
ter I started it. The writing of a 
book is an act of resolution. At 
some stage the author must say: 
“No more research. I will not be 
lured away by new material. I 
will write this damned thing 
now ....” 


Though it takes resolution to 
begin a book .... there é~2 times 
when he is lost in the dark forest 
of alternatives. He can't go for- 
ward and he can’t go back. Fred 
Gipson, author of MHound-PDog 
Man, tells a story to illustrate this 
crisis as he experienced it. After 
World War I, a neighbor took a 
contract to drive 3,000 head of 
goats 150 miles through the hill 
country of Texas. The only help 
he could get was Fred, aged six- 
teen, and another boy aged thir- 
teen. The day after the drive 
started, the autumn rains set in 
and continued for three weeks. A 
goat is a self-willed brute, essen- 
tially a desert animal, averse to 
the dousing effect of water and 
reluctant to travel in the rain. 
When 3,000 goats hump up and re- 
fuse to move under prodding, it 
makes a problem for the man and 
two boys who have to move them. 

The rain had soaked the clothes, 
the bedding, put out the camp- 
fires, and mildewed the food; it 
had made the soles come loose on 
the boys’ shoes so that they had 
to be tied on with binding twine 
and baling wire. Tempers wore 
thin. The smaller boy threw a 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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~ And a Rainy Night When an Idea Beset Him 
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(Continued from Page 6) 
stick at a humped up goat and 
broke its leg. The boss, com- 
pletely exhausted himself, lost his 
temper, and gave the boy the 
roughest tongue lashing he had 
ever had. Fred said he can never 
torget the picture of abject misery 
this boy made as he stood, the 
rain running off his flop hat, his 
face distorted with anger and 
hurt, his tears as copious as the 
rain. When the boss was out of 
earshot, he made a futile gesture 
of despair, and said, “Dammit, 
Fred, if I knew the way home, 
I'd quit.” So would many an au- 
thor. . 


UT IF ONE PERSISTS, both 

goats and books can be deliv- 
ered. Since The Texas Rangers 
was the only book about Texas 
that appeared in 1935, Paramount 
bought it for the Texas Centen- 
nial picture of 1936. Paramount 
made full use of the title, and 
little else. The picture was quite 
successful. I am not going to tell 
you what I got for it in the midst 
of the depression, but I will say 
this: what I got made the depres- 
sion more tolerable. 


My next adventure, Divided We 
Stand, published in 1937, guaran- 
teed that I would never be called 
to a Northern university. I knew 
this when I wrote it, but I was 
Going pretty well where I was. The 
book has been called a pamphlet, 
a philippic, and a good many 
other things. Because the people 
could read it and did, it was not 


objective. It was based on the 
simple device of dividing the 
country into three sections, the 


North, the South, and the West, 
and examining the distribution of 
the national wealth among them. 
It explained how, after the Civil 
War, the North, directed by the 
Republican party, seized economic 
control of the nation and main- 
tained it through corporate mon- 
opoly .... The book in original 
form trod on the toes of a power- 
ful monopoly of patents, and it in 
turn trod on my publisher, lead- 
ing to expurgation in galley of all 
reference to this company and to 
its product, glass bottles. The 
book was quickly declared out of 
print on the ground that it did 
not sell .... 


Though declared out of print, 
the book would not die. The fed- 
eral investigation of the Hartford 
Empire company put all the rec- 
ords in the public domain. From 
these records I told the whole 
story and published the revised 
book myself. It is now in the 
fourth edition, has sold 15,000 cop- 
ies, and is still in print .... 


The story of my fourth adven- 
ture in history is told in The 
Great Frontier, published in 1952. 
It, like The Great Plains, is based 
on a single idea, best expressed in 
the question: What effect did all 
the new lands discovered by Col- 
umbus and his associates around 
1600 have on Western Civilization 
during the following 450 years? 
What happened to 10,000,000 peo- 
ple shut up in the wedge of west- 
ern Eurasia when they suddenly 
acquired title to six times the 
amount of land they had before, 
fresh land, thinly tenanted, loaded 
with resources too great to be 
comprehended? What did all this 
wealth and the act of appropriat- 
ing it do to and for the 10,000,000 
poverty-stricken people of West- 
ern Europe and their descendants? 
Slowly the thesis emerged, the 
boom hypothesis, around which 
the story was to be told .... 


The journey through the Great 
Frontier was a mental adventure 
of the first magnitude. Many 
splendid vistas opened, and many 
things that were familiar took on 


new meaning. It was lonely there; 
many times I did not know which 
and I, like the 
goats, would have 


way to po, boy 
driving the 


been glad to go home 


As I look back on this program 
of work, I see in the four books a 
record of a mental adventure into 
The Texas 
Rangers was local, simple _ in 


an expanding world. 








LEGALS 
NOTICE of Intention to Incor- 
porate a Firm Without Change 
of Name 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that 
Texas Refrigeration & Engineer- 
ing Company, 158 Express Street, 
Dallas, Texas, formerly a_ sole 
proprietorship of Frank M. Angus, 
Dallas, Texas, shall be hereafter 
conducted by a corporation under 
the same name, Texas Refriger- 
ation & Engineering Company, 2 
Texas corporation. 
TEXAS REFRIGERATION & EN- 
GINEERING COMPANY. 
| by FRANK M. ANGUS 





NOTICE OF SALE 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 


BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 
OF SALE dated and issued pur- 
suant to a judgment decree of 
the 53rd Judical District Court 
of Travis County, Texas, by the 
Clerk of said Court on said date 
in a certain suit, No. 110,726, 
styled City of Austin vs. A. C. 
Pearce and to me directed and 
delivered as Sheriff of said 
County, I have on December 29, 
1958, at 9:55 P. M., seized, levied 
upon, and will, on the First 
Tuesday in February, 1959, the 
same being the 3rd day of said 
month, at the Courthouse door 
of said County, in the City of 
Austin between the hours of 10 
o'clock P. M. on said day, pro- 
ceed to sell for cash to the high- 
est bidder all the right, title and 
interest of the defendants in 
(such suit in and to the following 
'described real estate levied upon 
as the property of said defen- 
dants, the same lying and being 
situated in the County of Travis 
and the State of Texas, to wit: 
All that certain lot, tract or par- 
cel of land lying and being situ- 
ated in the City of Austin, Coun- 
ty of Travis and State of Texas, 
known and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the Northwest 
corner of a tract of land con- 
veyed by deed from E. C. Bar- 
tholomew to Clara Schwartzer 
and recorded in Volume 209, 
Page 154 of the Deed Records of 
Travis County, Texas; THENCE, 
South 71 deg. East with the Nor- 
th line of the Schwartzer tract 
128 feet for a corner; THENCE, 
North 19 deg. East 50 feet along 
the West line of Bierce Street; 
THENCE, North 71 deg. West 128 
of Red River Street for a corner; 
THENCE, South 19 deg. West 50 
feet to a point on the East line 
feet along the East side of Red 
River Street to place of Begin- 
ning, and being the same pro- 
perty as conveyed to A. C. 
Pearce by J. O. Dewitt and B. 
L. Dewitt by Deed dated April 7, 
1921 and recorded in Volume 328, 
page 185 of the Deed Records of 





Travis County, Texas, together 
with all improvements thereon 
situated. 


or upon the written request of 
said defendants or their attorney, 
a sufficient portion thereof to 
satisfy said judgment, interest 
penalties and costs, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of redemption, 
of the defendants or any person 
having an interest therein, to 
redeem the said property, or 
their interest, therein, at any 
time within two years from the 
date of sale in the manner pro- 
vided by: law, and subject to any 
other and further rights to which 
the defendants or anyone having 
an interest therein may be en- 
titled, under the provisions of 
law. Such sale to be made by me 
to satisfy the judgment rendered 
in the above styled and num- 
bered cause, together with in- 
terest, penalties and costs of suit, 
and the proceeds of said sale to 
be applied to the satisfaction 
thereof, and the remainder, if 
any, to be applied as the law 
directs. 
DATED at Austin, Texas, 
the 5th day of Jauary, 1959. 
T. O. LANG, Sheriff, 
Travis, County, Texos 
By HENRY KLUGE, Deputy. 


NOTICE OF SALE 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY of TRAVIS 

BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 
OF SALE dated and issued pur- 
suant to a judgment decree of 
the 53rd Judicial District Court 
of Travis County, Texas, by the 
Clerk of said Court on said date 
in a certain suit, No. 110,272, 


this 





structure, and involved little 


| thought. The Great Plains was rc- 


expansion of the n 
hard-packed West Tex 
to the ts of 1 
World 


gional, based on a sinple idea outer 
Divided We Stand was national! 


The Great Frontier was interna- 











tional, and, like The Great Plains, HIS EXERCISE TONIGH'! 
was the expansion of an idea. The comes at the end 
common element in them all is| demic service. Thi 

the frontier, dominant in three] last act of an. offic 
and present in the fourth. Taken] that I expect to perf 
together they tell the story of the] climax to a high adver 
jstyled City of Austin vs. J.M.; hand and the seal of 
Hill, et al and to me directed | office in the City of A 
and delivered as Sheriff of said | the 22nd day of Decem} 
County, I have on December 23, O. T. MARTI? 
1958, at 9:55 P. M., seized, levied Clerk of the Dist: 
|}upon, and will on the first Tues- Travis Count 


| 

|day in February, 1959, the same 

|being the 3rd day of said month, 

‘at the courthouse door of said! 
County, in the City of Austin be- 
tween the hours of 10 o'clock A. M 

;and 4 o'clock P. M. on said day, 

|proceed to sell for cash to the 

|highest bidder all the right, title 

j}and interest of the defendants in 

|such suit in and to the following 

|described real estate, levied upon 

,as the property of said defendanis, 

|the same lying and being situated 
in the County of Travis and the | Travis County, Texas, at 

|State of Texas, to wit: All that /10 o'clock A. M. of the f 

| certain lot, tract or parcel of land | day after the expiratior 

llying and being situated in the!from the date of issua 

|County of Travis, State of Texas,|that is to say, at or 

| known and described as follows: | o’clock A. M. of Mond 

|East Four feet (4’) of Lot 1 (1) | day of February, 1959 

j}and West Fourty-two feet (42') of |the petition of plaintiff 

|Lot two (2), Block Six (6), Out-/Number 112,266, in whic! 

, lot 38, Division “B” of the James | Joesph Henry Cardina 

|O’Reilly Subdivision according to|and Deirdre Foster ( 

|the map or plat of said subdivi- | defendant, filed in said 

| sion recorded in Volume 1, page| the 21 day of Noven 

139 of the Plat Records of Travis | the nature of which 

County, Texas, together with all | follows: 

improvements thereon situated. Being an action 

/or upon the writen requests of | judgment in favor of } 

'said defendants or their attorney,| against Defendant 

'a sufficient portion thereof to! divorce dissolving 

| satisfy said judgment, interest,| matrimony heretofor« 

penalties and costs, subject, how-| existing between 

ever, to the right of redemption, | Plaintiff alleges cru: 

of the defendants or any person |on the part of Defer 

having an interest therein, to re-| him of such natures 

deem the said property, or their| their further living 

interest, therein, at any time with- | husband and wife alt 

in two years from the date of sale | Supportable; Plaintiff 

in the manner provided by law, | leges that one child 

and subject to any other and fur- | UNion, is now living 

ther rights to which the defen-| ant who is the prope: 

dants or anyone having an in-| be awarded its care 

terest therein may be entitled, un- | Control and for which — 

der the provisions of law. Said | Prays judgment; Plair 

sale to be made by me to satisfy | lleges that the partic 

the judgment rendered in the ee oe ah prope rty; 

above styled and numbered cause, | , Pl bs ute’ o* Tully api 

together with interest, penalties o fil in thi sf on S7 

and costs of suit, and the proceeds aaa theft g theyll 

of said sale to be applied to the eae age ~tctAgagay 

satisfaction thereof, and the re- | If this Ben coma 

mainder, if any, to be applied as! Vithi, 90 davs afte 

the law directs. ._ | issuance, it shall be ret 
DATED at Austin, Texas, this 


By GEO. W. BICKLEI 
CITATION BY PUBLI 
THE STATE OF TEXA 
To Deirdre Fx 
Defendant, in the 
styled and numbered 


You are hereby cc 
appear before the 
Court of Travis Count 
be held at the court 
;county in the City 





erved. 
the 5th day of January, 1959. = a om J 
F WITNESS, A. T. MARTIN. JR 
T. O. LANG, Sheriff, | Clerk of the District ¢ I of 


Travis County, Texas 


By HENRY KLUGE, Deputy Travis County, Texas 


Issued and = given 
hard and the seal of 
at office in the City Lustin 
this the 5th day of Janua 1959 
O. T. MARTIN 
Clerk of the District ¢ 
Travis Count I 
By GEO. W. BICKLEF 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Charles C. Stephens Defend- 
ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, tc 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
vis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o'clock A. M. of the first Monday 
after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof, 
that is to say, at or before, 10 o’- 
clock A. M. of Monday the 9th day 
of February, 1959, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 112,575, in which Illa Ste- 


phens is Plaintiff and Charles C 
Stephens is defendant, filed in 
said Court on the 22nd day of De- 
cember, 1958, and the nature of 
which gaid suit is as follows: 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 


TO 
R. L. Werntz; Thoma Cham- 
bers; George W. Spe n W 
Scallorn, and wife, Ma Scal- 
lorn; Martin Moore wife 
Elizabeth Ann Moors Edward 
Holders; Enoch S. J and 
wife, Cornelia Jar hns 
Thomas Adams; Jame W all 
James Robinson; Gid V 
and wife, Elizabeth Whit Ed- 
ward Seiders, and wife, Louisa 
M. Seiders; James Thom; and 
wife, Cornelia Rebecca T npson 

Being an action and prayer for| Josiah Fisk, and wife, Narcissa 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff and| White Fisk; Edward G. Seiders 
against Defendant for a decree of| and wife, Lettitia Seid Henry 
divorce dissolving the bonds of|B, Seiders: Pinckney 








matrimony heretofore and now | and wife, Mary Seids 
existing between said parties; | J. Houston; Victorine Hou 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment | and husband, T .J. Houst Ernest 


on the part of Defendant towards| y Weppenheimer; J ote 
her of such nature as to render|anqg wife, Jessie Upton; Connell 
their further living together ont 0. Upton:' R. G. Upton; Elsi 
husband and wife altogether in- | Upton: Winifred M. Upt Lc 
supportable; Plaintiff further al-| Upton: Tennessee Upt aie 
leges that one child was born of | virginin Upton: Joy 

said union which said child is now | seph E. Upton; the h« r 
13 years of age; that plaintiff known heirs of enacts of shave 
| should be awarded the care, cus-| 1. noq persons and ‘ 
; tody and control of said child and | cet ellie 

| that defendant should be required | S Te andl John W 

to contribute a proper and suita- | dividually aoe ae al 

ble amount toward the support of | f she Matate ot Gee a 

said child until it reaches the age | 4 Bo gf gy cence x. 

of 18 years; plaintiff further al- | mer " k ve posh 

leges that no community property Sp Ang 2 Ses ee 

was acquired by the parties dur- | Pea! ie :* saa a 

ing their marriage; Plaintiff fur-| their legal represe 

ther prays for relief, general and | Defendants _ in ; u o 

special. styled and numbere 








All of which more fully appears}, You (and cach | 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition | hereby commanded to 
on file in this office and to which| fore the 53rd Dis 
reference is here made; |Travis County, Tex eld 
If this citation is not served | at the courthouse of 1 county 
within 90 days .after date of its| In the City of Aust Travis | 
issuance, it shall be returned un- | County, Texas, at ¢ 10 
served. lo’clock A. M. of the f Monday 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.,| after the expiratic 12 days 
Clerk of the District Courts of | from the daf@ of issu } f 
Travis County, Texas. that is to say, at or bef 10 
Issued and piven under mvy?fo'clock A. Moff Mond the | 


performance can bring 
rewards and inflict no penal- 
I have said what I wanted to 
n the way I wanted to 


aid is unorthodox 


say it 
lat I have s 


consistent with much that I 


fone. I do not recommend 


+ 
rs¢e to other 


rospect almost 


of March 
petition of 
Number 112,786, in « 
B. Upton Plaintiff 
ereinbefore named ‘defend 
defendants, filed in said 
rt on the 13th day of Janu 
and the f whic 
a follows 
an action and praver fe 
to and possession of the pr 
situated in the City « 
County of Travis, anc 
particularly described 


1959, 
plaintiff 


nici 


ang 


er tne 
ana 


1959, nature ¢ 


(7) anc 
Fifteen (15 
the Cit: 


Nos. Six (6), 
Block No. 
Ridge Addition ir 
Austin, Travis County, Texa 
rding to the map or plat 
iid addition of record in Vol 
page 65 of the Plat Record: 
Travis County, Texa 
nd being the same property con- 
\ James B. Upton by J. M 
pton and wife, Jessie Upton by.- 
jieed dated November lst, 1935 
which deed is recorded in Vol 
4, pag 58 of the Deed Record: 
f Travis County, Texas: 
antiff alleges that on Novem- 
1, 1936, he was and still is th: 
vner in fee simple of the abov: 
scribed property and that there- 
fter on January 1, 1957, defend- 
unlawfully entered upon and 
jispossessed plaintiff of such pre- 
ises and withholds from pla 


Seven 


ved 


tiff the possession thereof.’ Plain- 


prays for judgment for title 
and possession of said premises 
sts of suit, and for further relief 
in law and in equity. 
If this citation is not served withu 
90 days after date of its 


issuance 


t shall be returned unserved 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 


Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at 
office in the City of Austin, t 
the 14th day of January, 1959 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 

Clerk of the District Courts 
Travis County, Texas. 

By O. T. MARTIN, JR 
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Member of the 
Piano Technictans | 
Guild, Inc. 


Douglas R. Strong 


PIANO TECHNICIAN 
Tuning, Repairing, 
Rebuilding 


vAckson 3-1276 
808 Harold, Houston 6, Texas 
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General Insurance 
Budget Payment 
Plan 
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Companies 
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Let's Abolish the Poll Tax! 
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Price Hints Retirement 


The Naples Monitor reviewed 
the Observer's story on the 
Northeast Texas Water District, 
agreed that there should be “no 
strange doin’s’” in the handling 
of public business and suggested 
the Observer should have given 
equal space to Lone Star Steel 
Co's gift of a half a million dollar 

yspital to the area with “no 
strings attached.’ 


V 


Virtually unnoticed, Gov 


\ 
ent state party meeting in Aus- 
tin that he may not seek re-elec- 
tion. “My purpose in talking to 
you today, 
ply before I go out of this office 


as Governor to work out a pro-| Pioyees. White, as the Observer | taxes. 
three | 
a new car} 
| from his employees one year. The} 


cedure to solve these problems” 
of party affairs) 


Speaker Waggoner Carr says 

he absolutely will not run for 
third term as speaker. Candi- 
dates already working the House 
include Wade Spilman, McAllen, 


Ben Glusing, Kingsville, and De-| 


Witt Hale, Corpus Christi, 


Séuth Texans. Lou Dugas, Orange, | 


is also. soliciting support, one 


member said 


Rep. Kika de la Garza, Mis- 
sion, who represents defend- | 
ants in many of Atty. Gen Will 


Wilson's lawsuits charging usury, 
made the motion to 
thus killing) 


Daniel gave a hint at the re-/| 


all | 


recommit | 
the 36-percent in-| 


terest limit bill in 1957. On the 
other hand, Rep. Jo Ed Winfree, 
Houston, who is securing contin- 
uances for other defendants in 
these cases on the strength of his 
position legislator, has 
signed the regulatory bill this ses- 
sion with Rep. Criss Cole and 
others 


as co- 





Political Intelligence 





Agriculture Cmsr. John 
White escaped without more 


” he ad libbed. “is sim-| than a light scratch in the Calvert | Duckworth’s story 


| rhubarb over gifts from state em- 
|also reported more than 
| years ago, received 


| AP (citing unidentified “newspa- 
; per files”) fifth-paragraphed this 
land said White was out of town; 
pede investigators let it drop. 


still 
trying to figure out the curi- 
| ous shift in gears when the Austin 
| American-Statesman a hand- 
some layout on “Texas’ Industrial 
| Liberalism” featuring Texas labor 
leaders Jerry Holleman, Fred 
Schmidt, Bill Petri, and Marcus 
Loftis ina friendly way. The 
| American slammed labor, DOT, 
and Holleman and Schmidt with a 
lusty vengeance during the recent 


| Austin politicians are 


} v 


ran 


| Yarborough campaign for the 
Senate. 
This item appeared recently 


|’ in Allen Duckworth’s Dallas 
| News column, but nothing has ap- 
| peared since: “Nothing will be 
done about it right away, but a 
| prominent House member in- 
vestigating reports that an erst- 
while lobbyist boasted about pay- 
offs to two representatives. If 
| evidence of such statement is sub- 
stantiated, there may be an inves- 
| tigation.”” Duckworth recently had 
an argumentative session with 


Jung Educational Center— 
opened at Houston offering three 
types of classes in Jungian psy- 
chology at $25 per person for six 
meetings of two hours each. Mrs. 
Ernest B. Fay, president of the 
center’s board, said: “Jung’s con- 
cepts permit you to work on your 
inferior functions and by doing 
this you work more completely.” 
Jung points the way, she said, “to 
learn about your own warlike 


1S 


| Gov. Daniel in connection _ with feelings and learn how to handle 
predicting them yourself. People at peace 

Daniel might advocate certain with themselves within them- 
selves are the best hope for world 


peace.” 





Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

advocated a study of special 
funds to make sure some of them F 
are not “pocketed and idle * 
Dallas News endorsed the Legis- 
lative Council-Criss Cole bill to} 
regulate loan sharks. The Star- 
| Telegram endorsed a legislators’ Triplets were born to a 15- 
pay raise of $50 a day for a 150- | “i year-old Latin-American girl 
day session (by Rep. Crosthwait,| and her unemployed husband, 18, 
Dallas). Corpus Christi Caller en- in San Antonio. The babies were 
dorsed the abandoned bank ac-; delivered at home by a midwife; 
counts bill to get the money for, there was an argument at the hos- 
the state and abolition of manda-| pital because the father and the 
tory trial delays for lawyer-legis- | midwife had mixed them up and 
lators. Reaction to the Daniel tax | weren’t sure who had arrived 
program is mildly approving in| first—or second or third, for that 
the Houston Post and San An-| matter. 
tonio Express. 
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“| An oilfield worker, 28 years 











A Pleasant Twitch 


Sirs: Just a note to say thanks 


for the kindly editorial in this 
last issue (Dec. 26). No one knows 
better than I do that I do not de- 
the credit that I am being 
given in little donnybrook 
with Aware, Inc., but being human 
and fallible, I sort of twitch pleas- 
antly. There is no paper of which I 
m fonder nor prouder than The 
Texas Observer, so you may un- 
derstand how much store I place 
in your generous words 


serve 


my 


Johnny Faulk, 118 West 79th St 
New York 24 
Labor and Lyndon 

Sirs: As an ex-Texan I rely 


upon the Observer to keep well 
posted on the best and the worst 


that is happening in the Lone 
Star State and especially to keep 
in touch with liberal and labor 


union development on the yonder 
side of the bayou 


When the December 26 
came, I read it through from front 
page to back page, and was well 
repaid. Especially /significant, I 
thought, is the editorial “On Labor 
and Lyndon,” and “From Mave- 
rick in 1952 to Now.” Remem- 
bering how my esteemed friend 
and fellow poet, Mabel Kuyken- 
dall of Fort Worth, who acted as 
Maury Maverick’s secretary at 


issue 


the Chicago convention, I believe, | 


agonized over those unfortunate 
proceedings. I feel that you have 


ES shUMRuy 


Credit Unions 


Sirs: John Lovelace of our mag- 


lazine staff has shown me your 
fine comment about credit unions 
in an editorial (Obs. Dec. 12). It 
is always good to see someone | 
fighting for the small borrower 
and his need for credit on reason- 
able terms 

Warren P. Lutey, Credit Union 
Natl. Assn., P.O. Box 431, Madi- 
son, Wis 


Voice vs. Voices 
Sirs 


found gratit 


wonderfully 


I wish to express my pro- 
ude to you for your 
articulated voice of 






liberalism. The voices of isolation, 
provincialism, and bigotry seem 
louder, and it’s real nice having 
you around. 

B. W. Friedberg, 2215 Postoffice 
St., Galveston 
Correction 

Sirs: If I said 72 million alcohol- 


ics in the U. S. (Obs. Stump, 
1-2-59), I am sorry, for I meant 
to say 7 million and 200 thousand 


Please make the proper cor- 
rection 
C. P. Edwards, 
Kerrville 


415 W. Main St., 


Where Wealth Abounds 


Sirs: The candidates for the last 
decade have promised “no sales 
tax,” then come up with every 


_ old, was arrested in Tyler for 
| possessing 96 fifths of wine. “I 
work and don’t get a chance to 
go up the road very often,” he 
said, smiling; he was charged with 
possessing wine for sale in a dry 
area. Meanwhile, a _ 63-year-old 
man, “a well-known bootlegger,” 
was fined $100 after police fol- 
lowed some wheelbarrow tracks 
down an alley into his garage and 
found there wine, gin, and 
whisky. 


| 
| hidden sales tax conceivable to| 
man, It causes us to pause and | 
ask, WHO IS KIDDING WHOM? | 


A tax cannot affect anyone | : 
: oes tn ¢ . ~~ In Mason, Fred Gipson told 
but the consumer—he has no re-| * 


~ the Austin American about 
course but to pay and consume ...|,. wig : . 
. , | his recent excursions to Holly- 
No sensible person will want to} ’ as 
(ensie the ctahe The fact re-| wood to script more of his books. 
' pees “I don't like Hollywood, but I sure 
| like the pay,” he said. He jour- 


mains: must tax someone or 
have no government. Any patri- a 
s yP | neys to Hollywood and New York, 


we 


otic citizen or business concern} one 
: ‘ ' he explained, to run the “trapline 
will welcome a tax. Mr. Law- , : 

: jhe keeps baited for producers, 
maker, please remember that a ‘ ; 
| publishers, and editors he can 
|free flowing economy never be- oii 
comes stagnant. Just as pont, 
water will purify itself, so a free | ~~ Mary Carver, librarian at 


flowing economy will become as 
an eternal spring, sparkling with 
health, wealth, and happiness. If| 
you are not too concerned about 
your re-election, you will en- 
counter no trouble in finding the 
money, where wealth is so abun- 
dant, to sustain our government 
today and a good public school 


Alamo Heights High School 
in San Antonio for 32 years, says 
reader interest among the stu- 
| dents continues to be strong in 
| prominert people, including Hem- 
Rovdert Frost, 





| ingway, Faulkner, 


and Emily Dickinson. “You might 





find it surprising, in light of all| 


Triplets, Gold Bars, 
And 99 Fifths of Wine 


3% A “Jung Center”’—the C. G. 


the activity with outer space, that 
most students are more interested 
in books dealing with undersea 
exploring, big game hunting, and 
fishing. Aku-Aku stays out con- 
stantly,” she also said. 


4 The Daily Texan at the Uni- 

versity of Texas has been 
crusading for beer in the student 
union (perhaps without much 
hope of success). The student hu- 
mor magazine recently suggested 
the campus might branch out into 
other “improvements” for stu- 
dents. In a poll on beer in the 
union, a girl student said it might 
keep the students on the campus 
“instead of running to Drag tav- 
erns between classes.” “I don’t be- 
lieve there’d be drunks m class- 
es,” said another girl; but a third 
said in a concluding tone, “After 
all, this is an institution of higher 
learning.” 


A $50-a-week service station 
attendant said he found gold 
bars, weighing about 50 pounds 
each, and worth $2,408,000, while 
picking berries in East Texas May 
17, then hid then “where even the 
Russians couldn't find it.” The 
Treasury took an instant interest, 
but only after the man’s lawyer 
had taken it up with them, for 
which the lawyer (guaranteed 
five percent anyway) was fired. 
A feed store owner said the at- 
tendant, D. E. Jones, told him last 
May he found the gold “one-and- 
a-half miles east of Hal Brunt’s 
home east of Alto. He said the 
gold was found in a little draw 
between four post oak stumps, 
where the dirt had been washed 
away by rains during the night.” 
Finally he admitted it was a hoax. 


“> 
at 


s Houston’s annual baby crop 
"decreased for the first time 
since 1945. There were 27,790 
births in Houston in 1958—901 
fewer than in 1957. The director of 
vital statistics said couples are 
waiting until they are older be- 
fore they have children. 


Ernest Joiner, editor of the 
Banner in Ralls, Texas, popu- 
lation about 2,000, was outraged 
when “a fuzzy-lipped Air Force 
teenager hot-rodding through the 
sound barrier in a two-million- 
dollar jalopy handed him by a 
benevolent Uncle Sam” zoomed 
over the town. “I'd like to see 
these jet-propelled Indians stay 
on their own reservations, and 
stop knocking the glass outta win- 
dows in our town,” he said. 


<> 
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system that will guarantee a good 
government tomorrow. 


J. J. Bates, Waco. 





Free Press 


| Sirs: (The Observer is) the one 
| free press, and of course we do 
‘not have one single daily paper 
that is a free press....If we had 
just one daily paper that would 
give us all the news and facts like 
your paper does, we would have 
a better and different state of Tex- 
}aS and so much less corruption 
in office... 

W. J. B. Gouldy, 1301 West 7th 
St., Plainview. 


In union, there is strength. 
The fable of the Lion and the 


forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 
Lion dared not attack. But 
‘the king of beasts’ sowed 


his adversaries, and they 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 

destroy them une by one. 








done justice to the political situ- | 


ation confronting liberals 


I am forwarding my copy of 
the Observer directly to the pub- 
lications and public relations di- 


rector of my international union | 
is a} 
three-star issue of the Observer, | 


(public employees) .... This 


even to the timely quote from Sir 
John Davies. I also enjoyed “A 
Piano Player’s Friends,” an ex- 
cellent piece of writing. 


Eugene W. Sutherland, 1937 Wis- 
teria, Baton Rouge 6, La. 
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P.O. Box 8098 
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Over $110 Million 
Ol Industries Life 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


Insurance 
In Force 






Why not 
discuss your 

life imeurance 
problems with 


Houston, Texos 











Oxen illustrates this lesson very 


The Lion and the Oxen 


dissension and jealousy amongst 






In Sun Life, also, there is strength. 
When you become a policyholder of 
great international company, you become one of 

a group of farsighted men and women — the holders of 

two million policies and group certificates in 25 countries — 
who protect their families and themselves against an uncertain 
future through the medium of life insurance. 


MARTIN ELFANT 


201 Century Building Houston, Texas 


SUN LIFE OF CANADA 
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CA 4-0686 
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